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The Future of Earth
Nature offers us everything free but rarely do we put it to heart in our daily economic life. Humans were just another species of mammals with low or no harm to the earth. But in the last century, humans have treated nature as though they don't depend on it. With an average of seven billion humans on the ground, feeding, drinking, and extracting resources from the planet, the actions of a single individual may not be significant but combined may leave a trail of destruction on the earth (Anderson, 2015). With the high growth rate of the population today, such destruction will continue to multiply if no action is taken. The activities of the humans living before us have significantly impacted on climate change today.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The most significant changes on the earth have occurred over the past 50 years. Since then, 50% of plant species and 83% of wild animals have been destroyed (Arora, 2019, p. 1). The ecosystems have become scarce, leaving very little for future generations. In the last 50 years, humans have changed the natural look of the planet. Pollution and mass destruction of natural resources coupled with increasing populations threatens the survival of the earth. For instance, the levels of carbon dioxide were at 323 parts per million (ppm) 50 years ago, and compared to the figure of 411 ppm today of the same, things have only got worse (Arora, 2019, p. 1). Climate change and global warming, as a result, have changed the way of living today, leaving questions about what we expect in the future. 
	Social activism fuelled the occurrence of the first Earth day in 1970. Around this time, bald eagles were killed by pesticides, and the sky was darkened by soot. Pollution occurred in plain sight, and the term recycling was new (Gibbens, 2018). Despite the many movements held since that day, the disturbing practices of humans continue to haunt us. The large scale manufacture of plastics in the mid-20th century, for instance, has had profound effects on every species on earth. Plastics have found their way to our dinner plates through consumption by fish, leading to terminal diseases (Gibbens, 2018). It is now a global concern about the planet is not breathing. To ensure a clean future, people need to connect emotionally to the natural world and realize how its survival depends on our actions.
	A little rise in earth temperatures has proved to be catastrophic. The sheer imagination of how the future will look 100 years from now if the current trend doesn't change is terrifying.  Earth temperatures continue to rise, leading to rising sea levels as oceans help regulate carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere by absorbing it, thereby becoming acidic. With increasing temperatures, the ocean could become more acidic, threatening the existence of coral reefs. Extreme weather conditions such as drought and floods will be the new normal of the near future. Even if all carbon emissions were to stop today, global warming would persist (Mosher, 2017). Humans' damage to the planet has put it on a self-destruct sequence that will play out for centuries to come.
	The best chance for humans today is through innovation. Finding ways to lower the amounts of carbon dioxide in the air will go a long way to ensure the survival of the planet. Practices such as afforestation and recycling will help create a better future than what we have now. The earth is how we treat it. If it is offered garbage, it will reciprocate. It is time for humans to put behind the greed for wealth and realize they might not have a future to spend their riches once they destroy nature.
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